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Disaster Programs for Drought

• Animals and 
Livestock

• Conservation

• Crops and Plants

• Loans
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Livestock Forage Program (LFP)

LFP provides payments to eligible:

• livestock owners and contract growers who 
have covered livestock, and

• producers of grazed forage crop acreage 
(native and improved pasture land with 
permanent vegetative cover or certain crops 
planted specifically for grazing) that have 
suffered a loss of grazed forage due to a 
qualifying drought during the normal grazing 
period for the county.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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LFP also provides payments to eligible livestock owners or contract growers that have covered livestock and who are also producers of grazed forage crop acreage on rangeland managed by a federal agency if the eligible livestock producer is prohibited by the federal agency from grazing the normal permitted livestock on the managed rangeland due to a qualifying fire. The qualifying drought and qualifying grazing losses, and/or notification of prohibition to graze Federal land due to fire, must have occurred in the grazing period and crop year.



Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)

LIP provides provide benefits to eligible 
livestock owners or contract growers for 
livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality 
caused by eligible loss conditions, including:

 eligible adverse weather,
 eligible disease
 eligible wild animal attacks by animals 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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To be eligible for LIP: • A livestock owner must have legally owned the livestock on the day the livestock died and/or were injured by an eligible loss condition • An owner’s livestock must have either: - died in excess of normal mortality as a direct result of an eligible loss condition, or - been injured as a direct result of an eligible loss condition and were subsequently sold within 30 days at a reduced price. Eligible livestock must: • Have been maintained for commercial use as part of a farming operation on the day they died; and • Not have been produced or maintained for reasons other than commercial use as part of a farming operation. Excluded livestock includes wild free-roaming animals, pets or animals used for recreational purposes, such as hunting, roping or for show.



Emergency Conservation Program (ECP)

The Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) 
provides emergency funding and technical 
assistance to farmers and ranchers to 
rehabilitate farmland damaged by natural 
disasters and to implement emergency water 
conservation measures in periods of severe 
drought.

Additional information can be found at:  
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-
services/conservation-programs/emergency-
conservation/index

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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No Secretarial disaster designation is needed. ECP is administered by FSA state and county committees and county offices. Producers should inquire with their local FSA county office regarding ECP enrollment periods and eligibility.Also, there are program flexibilities for ECP during COVID include: Producers could use photos and Google maps to depict areas of damage. They could also use COF maps mailed/emailed to them. Documents could be emailed or mailed to producers. Receipt of documentation could be emailed or mailed to be opened later. Text messages with pictures could also be sent.

https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/conservation-programs/emergency-conservation/index


Other Conservation Programs for Drought

• Emergency Haying & Grazing Program

• Emergency Forest Restoration Program

• Environmental Quality Incentives Program

• Ag Conservation Easement Program 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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 Emergency Haying & Grazing - The Conservation Reserve Program enables producers to enter into 10-15 year contracts for agreeing to remove environmentally sensitive land from agricultural production and to plant species that will improve environmental health and quality. While not established specifically for disaster response, emergency haying and grazing may be allowed by USDA Farm Service Agency to provide relief to livestock producers in areas affected by a severe drought or similar natural disaster.EFRP-The Emergency Forest Restoration Program (EFRP) helps the owners of non-industrial private forests restore forest health damaged by natural disasters. The EFRP does this by authorizing payments to owners of private forests to restore disaster damaged forests. . In the case of drought or an insect infestation, the national FSA office authorizes EFRP implementation.EQIP – Offered by USDA’s Natural Resource Conservation service, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program provides agricultural producers with financial resources and one-on-one help to plan and implement improvements on the land. While not established specifically for disaster response, the program can assist with immediate recovery needs and provide long-term support to help conserve water resources, reduce wind erosion on drought-impacted fields, improve livestock access to water, recover from natural disasters like wildfires, and more.ACEP-Another NRCS program is the Agricultural Conservation Easement Program. provides management flexibility to producers affected by drought by offering haying or grazing of easement areas where the activity is consistent with conservation of wildlife habitat and wetlands.



Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance 
Program (NAP)

NAP provides financial assistance to 
producers of non-insurable crops to 
protect against natural disasters that 
result in lower yields or crop losses, or 
prevents crop planting.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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The Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program helps producers to manage risk through coverage for both crop losses and crop planting that was prevented due to natural disasters. The eligible or “noninsured” crops include agricultural commodities not covered by federal crop insurance.   Producers must be enrolled in the program and have purchased coverage for the eligible crop in the crop year in which the loss incurred to receive program benefits following a qualifying natural disaster.



Tree Assistance Program (TAP)

Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides 
financial assistance to eligible orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or 
rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes, and 
vines lost by natural disasters.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Eligible trees, bushes, and vines are those from which an annual crop is produced for commercial purposes. Nursery trees include ornamental, fruit, nut and Christmas trees produced for commercial sale. Trees used for pulp or timber are ineligible for TAP assistance.To be considered an eligible loss: • Eligible trees, bushes, or vines must have suffered more than a 15 percent mortality loss in a stand (adjusted for normal mortality) due to an eligible natural disaster; • Mortality loss on a stand of eligible trees, bushes, or vines is based on: - Each eligible disaster event, except for losses due to plant disease; and - For plant disease, the time period as determined by the FSA for which the stand is infected. 



Wildfire, Hurricane Indemnity Program 
Plus (WHIP+)

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

WHIP+ provides payments to eligible 
producers who suffered eligible crop, tree, 
bush, vine, or prevented planting losses 
resulting from hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, 
typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms, 
wildfires, drought, and excessive moisture 
that occurred in the 2018 and 2019 calendar 
years.
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WHIP+ provides payments to eligible producers who suffered eligible crop, tree, bush, vine, or prevented planting losses resulting from hurricanes, floods, tornadoes, typhoons, volcanic activity, snowstorms, wildfires, drought, and excessive moisture that occurred in the 2018 and 2019 calendar years.Assistance will also be available to producers who experienced losses due to conditions related to those qualifying disaster events, such as excessive rain, high winds, mudslides, and heavy smoke.Losses due to excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought** Signup opened March 23, 2020 for losses because of excessive moisture and D3 and D4 drought.



Coronavirus Food Assistance 
Program (CFAP)
Goal: Relief for producers impacted by COVID-19

Provides direct payments to producers of eligible commodities
• Addresses price declines and supply chain disruptions, and 

additional marketing costs
• 80% of eligible payment now
• Apply from May 26, 2020 - August 28, 2020
• No fee to apply
• Payments are not loans and do not have to be repaid (unless 

there is error or fraud).  Payments are processed and paid 
immediately after an application is approved.  Payments are 
not withheld to satisfy prior USDA debts nor offset by 
Treasury.
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  This program works to address two challenges from the coronavirus: price declines and supply chain disruption.  The pandemic caused a decline in demand for some commodities and affected the market supply chain.  Some producers may have had challenges in getting products to market before they spoiled, had to dump milk from contracts getting cancelled, or were affected by schools and restaurants closing.      Program provides relief through direct payments and will only over a portion of the impact on farmers and ranchers.”    FSA is working very quickly to provide assistance to producers in filling out these applications, and is working to process them as quickly as possible for payment.  To ensure funds serve as many producers as possible, producers whose applications are approved will receive 80% of their maximum total payment now, up to the program payment limit, and any additional will be determined by the Secretary and announced at a later date.FSA is accepting applications for CFAP from May 26, 2020, to August 28, 2020. No fee to applyThis program is designed to offset payment losses and the financial impacts of the pandemic. The funds do not have to be paid back nor are there stipulations on how they must be spent. Most of the producers applying have incurred significant costs to get a product ready for market and then could not sell or experienced a price decline. The payments are not expected to make producers whole or compensate them for all their losses but is designed to give producers some financial relief. If a producer has outstanding debts with USDA they should still apply for the program if they are eligible—their payments will not be withheld to satisfy USDA debts or Treasury debts.Visit www.farmers.gov/cfap for access to the payment calculator ,forms, listing of commodities, fact sheets, videos, payments issued , etc.



FSA Emergency Loans
Loan Uses
• Restore or replace destroyed property
• Pay all or part of production costs 

associated with disaster year
• Pay family living
• Reorganize operation
• Refinance debts

For additional resources on fact sheets on 
FSA’s online website at 
www.fsa.usda.gov/newsroom

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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EM specific Loan EligibilityNeed Secretarial or Presidential DesignationSuffered at least a 30% loss ORSubstantial loss to livestock, livestock products, real estate or chattel propertyNeed three commercial denial lettersLoan Limit 100% of actual production or physical loss OR$500,000 maximumTermsUp to seven years for non-real estate lossesUp to 40 years for real estate lossesInterest Rate – 3.75% Fixed – Chattel4% - Real Estate

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/newsroom


Resources 
• www.farmers.gov/cfap

• https://www.Farmers.gov/recover

• https://www.usda.gov/topics/disaster

• https://www.climatehubs.usda.gov/

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.
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Questions?

You can also email us at: 
fsaoutreach@usda.gov

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.

Thanks for listening!
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